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makes is not at all to your credit; and I have just
met you, Sir, opportunely, to tell you my opinion
in two words. I will not sift these reports to the
bottom; I refrain, and take the thing at its worst*
Let us suppose that Damis has not acted well,
and that you have been wrongly accused; would
it not be like a Christian to pardon the ofience,
and to smother all desire of vengeance in your
heart? And ought you, on account of a dispute
with you, to allow a son to be driven from his
father's home ? I tell you once more, and candidly,
that great and small are scandalized at it; and, if
you will take rny advice, you will try to make
peace, and not push matters to extremes. Make
a sacrifice to God of your resentment, and re-
store a son to his father's favour.
TARTU FFE. Alas! for my own part, I would
do so with all my heart. I do not bear him, Sir,
the slightest ill-will; I forgive him everything;
I blame him for nothing; and would serve him
to the best of my power. But Heaven's interest
is opposed to it; and if he comes back, I must
leave the house. After his unparalleled behav-
iour, communication with him would give rise
to scandal: Heaven knows what all the world
would immediately think of it! They would im-
pute it to sheer policy on my part; and they
would say everywhere, that knowing myself to be
guilty, I pretend a charitable zeal for my accijser;
that I am afraid, and wish to conciliate him, m